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ATLANTA MAGICIAN JOE M. TURNER TO PERFORM IN TORONTO

June 1, 2001 (Atlanta, Georgia) – Joe M. Turner, Atlanta’s award-winning professional magician, will perform at a Canada Day festival near Toronto, Ontario on June 30 and July 1, 2001.  The annual carnival drew over 5000 attendees last year and has been expanded to become a two-day event this year.

“It’s exciting to be asked to join the show,” says Turner, who was voted Greater Atlanta Magician of the Year 2000 by the combined Atlanta chapters of the International Brotherhood of Magicians and the Society of American Magicians.  “It’s a great opportunity to perform for new audiences, to make new friends, and to meet some of the Canadian magicians in the area.  It’s not every day you get asked to travel to another country to help them celebrate their national holiday.”

Turner, a professional corporate entertainer and spokesperson, has put his magical talents to use for companies like Bass Hotels & Resorts, Ross Products/Abbott Laboratories, NACOM and MinTel Communications, as well as a variety of civic and charitable organizations.   “Magic is more popular today than I’ve ever seen it,” he observes.  “Of course it has extremely broad entertainment appeal – just look at how often it’s on television now compared to ten years ago.  But magic can also be used to effectively communicate important concepts in situations such as trade shows, sales meetings and even in training or academic settings.  I’m fortunate to get opportunities to perform both for corporate audiences and at family events like the Canada Day carnival.”

The Canada Day Carnival, sponsored by Grace Community Church in Mississauga, draws thousands of visitors each year with its live shows, games and other family activities.  “Mississauga is the fastest growing city in Canada and this is just one way we try to contribute to our community,” says Philip Bryant, an associate pastor at the church.  “But this event doesn’t have a ‘churchy’ tone.  We simply look for clean, professional entertainers who can help us give our community something exciting, wholesome and fun to do on Canada Day.  And it does spark curiosity about our church and our faith.  It’s a real pleasure to bring a talented performer like Joe up to entertain at our event.”

Turner, the recipient of several local magical performance awards as well as a competitive sleight-of-hand prize at a regional magic convention, is currently serving his second term as president of Ring 9 of the International Brotherhood of Magicians (IBM).  He will compete at the international level at the annual IBM convention in Orlando in July 2001.  He also writes a regular review column for Genii Magazine, the oldest magic industry journal still in publication.  To find out more about Turner, visit him online at www.joemturner.com.
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